
 

Frequently Asked Questions: 
 

1. My child can’t attend school at this time due to 

an illness/injury/surgery. Is my school district 

required to provide Homebound Instruction? 

 

No. There is no law that specifically 

requires a school district to provide 

homebound instruction to a student who is 

unable to attend school.  The legal language 

in PA states “may” provide Homebound 

Instruction.  However, different 

requirements apply to special education 

students, i.e., students with Individual 

Education Plans (IEPs). In some situations, 

federal laws such as the Americans with 

Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of 

the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 may impact a 

school district’s obligation to provide 

Homebound Instruction.  

 

This document does not address these 

standards but does provide sources for 

additional information. See Question #3 for 
more information. 

 
2. If my child’s physician writes a prescription for 

Homebound Instruction, isn’t the school required to 

provide it? 

(Continued in next column) 

 
Homebound Instruction:  Q & A for Families 

 

     The Springfield School District receives many inquiries from parents, guardians, 

     and others regarding Homebound Instruction. This brochure will help to clarify 

     what parents/guardians can expect when requesting  

     Homebound Instruction for their child. 

P lease  d i rec t  ques t i ons  regard i ng  Homebound  Ins t ruc t i on to  you r  ch i l d ’ s  Gu idance  Counse lo r .   The d is t r i c t  rese rves  the 

r i gh t  t o  p rov i de  Homebound  Ins t ruc t i on  a long a  con t i nuum o f  se rv ices  wh ich  may  inc l ude  ce r t i f i ed  ins t ruc to rs  i n  the home 

o r  a  cybe r  /  compu te r  based  l ea rn ing  exper ience .   P rov is ion  o f  i ns t ruc t i on  w i l l  on ly  occu r  i n  i nc remen ts  o f  30  days  upon 

wh ich  t ime  se rv ices  mus t  be renewed th rough  new med ica l  au tho r iza t i on .   Pe r  Board  Po l i cy ,  Homebound  Ins t ruc t ion  wi l l  

ex tend  fo r  no  more  than  s i x ty  (60 )  school  days  un less  approved  fo r  an  ex tens ion  by  the PA  Depar tmen t  o f  Educa t i on.  

 

2. (cont.) …No. The school is required to 

consider the request, but may or may not 

choose to provide the instruction. 
 

3. How do I request Homebound Instruction? 

 

The actual procedure for requesting 

Homebound Instruction begins with speaking 

to the child’s guidance counselor.  The 

counselor will take general information 

regarding the student’s ailment and the 

reasons as to why s/he is unable to attend 

school.  The counselor may request medical 

documentation including physician / 

psychiatrist treatment plans, medical 

discharge papers, or a release to speak with 

the child’s doctor.  It is important to 

understand that for Homebound Instruction to 

be approved, the district requires that the 

documentation support the claim that the 

child is unable to access education in school.  

Reduced day schedules for transitional 

purposes from medical treatment should 

always be the first effort at maintaining the 

child’s educational services. 

 
4. What if my child is in Special Education?  How do 

I request Homebound? 

 

If your child currently has an IEP, you should 

request that the IEP Team reconvene for… 

(Continued in next column) 

 

4. (cont.) … your child as part of your request 

for Homebound Instruction.  Homebound 

Instruction for a special education student can 

only be granted for a short duration of time 

for a medical reason that cannot be attributed 

or associated with the child’s disability, i.e., a 

broken leg or surgery.  If the child is unable 

to access education at a school and needs to 

be at home, this may require the team to 

determine a change in placement and 

consider “Instruction in the Home” as part of 

the continuum of services for a child with an 

IEP.  

 
5. My child isn’t in special education now, but I 

wonder if this illness could change that? 

 
If you feel your child’s condition may be a 

disability requiring special education, you 

can request that your child be evaluated by 

the district and considered for special 

education services.  Please keep in mind that 

regardless of the outcome of this process, this 

is not a guarantee that Homebound 

Instruction will be provided. You will be 

highly involved in this process and are a 

member of the IEP team.  If you believe that 

your child may qualify as having a disability 

as defined in the Americans with Disabilities 

Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973, you should make 

that clear in your request to the school. 
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7. (cont.) …Homebound Instruction may be 

provided up to six weeks following the 

birth. In the case of any complications 

associated with the pregnancy, Homebound 

Instruction may be extended or provided in 

advance of the birth. 

 

8. My child is having mental health issues. May 

I request Homebound Instruction for this type of 

illness? 

 

Yes. Mental illnesses or concerns can be a 

legitimate reason to request Homebound 

Instruction. However, the application must be 

signed by either a medical doctor or 

psychiatrist.  A psychologist or social worker 

may not sign the Homebound Application.  

(Please refer to #2 & #3 for more guidance) 

 
9. If the district does provide Homebound Instruction, 

how much do they need to provide? 

 

Because Homebound Instruction is not 

required, there are no state standards as to the 

amount of instruction, the time of day it is 

delivered, or the classes offered. Even in the 

best of circumstances, Homebound 

Instruction cannot completely replace the 

experiences your child would get by 

attending school. If a child is found eligible 

for Homebound Instruction, the district will 

provide the equivalent of 5 hours of 

instruction a week for a maximum of 30 days. 

(Continued in next column) 

 

 
Homebound Instruction:  Q & A for Families  (Continued from Front) 

 

     The Springfield School District receives many inquiries from parents, guardians, 

     and others regarding Homebound Instruction. This brochure will help to clarify 

     what parents/guardians can expect when requesting  

     Homebound Instruction for their child. 

P lease  d i rec t  ques t i ons  regard i ng  Homebound  Ins t ruc t i on to  you r  ch i l d ’ s  Gu idance  Counse lo r .   The d is t r i c t  rese rves  the 

r i gh t  t o  p rov i de  Homebound  Ins t ruc t i on  a long a  con t i nuum o f  se rv ices  wh ich  may  inc l ude  ce r t i f i ed  ins t ruc to rs  i n  the home 

o r  a  cybe r  /  compu te r  based  l ea rn ing  exper ience .   P rov is ion  o f  i ns t ruc t i on  w i l l  on ly  occu r  i n  i nc remen ts  o f  30  days  upon 

wh ich  t ime  se rv ices  mus t  be renewed th rough  new med ica l  au tho r iza t i on .   Pe r  Board  Po l i cy ,  Homebound  Ins t ruc t ion  wi l l  

ex tend  fo r  no  more  than  s i x ty  (60 )  school  days  un less  approved  fo r  an  ex tens ion  by  the PA  Depar tmen t  o f  Educa t i on.  

 

9. (cont.)…If the child requires more then 30 

days, a new request and application will have 

to be filled out and approved.  Updated 

documentation will be required for approval of 

continued service.  Homebound Instruction 

will occur along a continuum of services which 

may include instructors in the home or a cyber 

/ computer based learning experience.   
 

 

10. Isn’t this standard different for high school 

students, due to graduation requirements? 

 

No. There are no additional hours provided for 

high school aged students.  Also, although 

students may be enrolled in a number of 

courses, the Homebound Instruction will only 

focus on core content area classes (English, 

math, science, social studies).  Parents and 

students will need to follow-up with elective 

teachers to address missed work  
 

11. If the district denies my request for Homebound 

Instruction, may I request other changes in my child’s 

schedule, such as a shortened schedule? 

 

Yes, in fact, this is preferable to Homebound 

Instruction as a child is able to maintain peer 

relationships and be exposed to the direct 

instruction, class interaction, and social aspects 

of learning as provided by the classroom 

teachers. As with Homebound… 

(Continued in next column) 

Frequently Asked Questions (continued): 
 

6. How long does the district have to determine 

eligibility and begin providing Homebound 

Instruction? 

 

The state does not prescribe a timeline for 

districts to respond to requests for 

Homebound Instruction.  Generally, requests 

can be processed and if approved, can begin 

in 15 days; however, gathering the necessary 

information to make a determination of 

eligibility can take up to a month.  

Homebound Instruction will only be granted 

to students that are expected to be out for 

more then two weeks so please plan 

accordingly when making a request. 
 

7. My daughter is pregnant. May I request 

Homebound Instruction for her? 

All efforts should be made to ensure that the 

pregnant student is enrolled and attending 

school.  Following the birth of the infant, a 

female student requires a period of time to 

recuperate from child birth and arrange for 

child care. The student should submit a 

statement from the attending physician 

stating the birth date of the infant.  

(Continued in next column) 

 

11. (cont.) …Instruction, the district may 

or may not choose to modify your child’s 

program. It is best to meet with your 

child’s guidance counselor to discuss 

what is best for your child. 
 

12. Is Homebound Instruction the same as 

“home schooling”? 

 

No. In a home-based Home Education 

Program, or “home schooling,” parents 

are responsible for their child’s 

education. They must register their home 

schooled child with Dr. Gary Mattei at 

District Office to avoid their child being 

considered truant. The PDE website 

along with the text of 24 P.S. §13-1327.1 

offers more guidance on the process of 

“home schooling” your child. 

 

 
 

 


