
 

Sophomore Honors Summer Reading Assignment 2021-2022 
 

Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 

Your summer assignment is to read John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men and to complete two writing tasks. 

Task 1:  Write Like Steinbeck:  Description 

 Your first task is to craft a piece of descriptive writing in a style reminiscent of Steinbeck’s prose. 
In order to do this, you will need to take a photo of a location and describe it (location can be either outdoor 
or indoor). Write a paragraph that will paint this picture with words. Your aim is to not only describe what the 
place looks like, but to also convey the mood or atmosphere that the place evokes within you.   
 Re-read the start of chapter 1 and chapter 2 for examples of how Steinbeck uses descriptive 
language to create a vivid setting for the novel and establish a mood. Vary your sentence length and consider 
your vocabulary carefully. Select precise and strong words to ‘paint’ a lively and engaging ‘picture’. Avoid too 
many adjectives and overly ‘wordy’ or ‘flowery’ writing. Consider how Steinbeck brings an environment alive. 
He adds clever little details that make his writing interesting; for example, “And these shelves were loaded 
with little articles, soap and talcum powder, razors and those Western magazines ranch men love to read and 
scoff at and secretly believe.” 
 You should also include an example of each of the figurative language techniques described below: 
alliteration, onomatopoeia, metaphor, personification and simile. Each technique is followed by examples of 
where it is used in the novel. Consider what effect each technique is intended to have on the audience, and 
experiment with using them yourself.  LABEL each example of figurative language in parenthesis right after 
its use.  Example:  The room sang (personification) the memories of the nights spent in harmony with others.  
*Be prepared to share the photo with the paragraph and to discuss your use of figurative language with the 
class when school begins. 
 

Figurative Language in of Mice and Men 
Alliteration 
Alliteration is where a consonant sound is repeated at the start of several words in a row. 
• "The water is warm too, for it has slipped twinkling over the yellow sands in the sunlight before reaching the narrow pool." (p3) 
• “From outside came the clang of horseshoes on the playing peg and the shouts of men, playing, encouraging, jeering.” (p83) 
Onomatopoeia 
Onomatopoeia is where a word represents the sound it is describing, like “bang”, “clap” or “tweet.” 
• “The crash of the shot rolled up the hills and down again.” (p106) 
• “His huge companion…drank with long gulps, snorting into the water like a horse.” (p4) 
Metaphor 
A metaphor is a direct comparison where one this is described as bring something else. 
• “Lennie covered his face with huge pays and bleated with terror.” (p63) 
• “He was a jerkline skinner, prince off the ranch.” (p33) 
• “…she’s a rat trap if I ever seen one.” (p32) 
Personification 
Personification is where an object, place or abstract concept is given human actions or qualities. 
• “The sycamore leaves whispered in a little night breeze.” (p16) 
• “As happens sometimes, a moment settled and hovered and remained for much more than a moment.” (p93) 
• “The shade climbed up the hills toward the top.” (p2) 
• “Already the sun had left the valley to go climbing up the slopes of the Gabilan Mountains and the hilltops were rosy in the sun (p99) 
Simile 
A simile is a comparison between two things that uses the word “as” or “like”. 
• “At about ten o’clock in the morning the sun threw a bright dust-laden bar through one of the side windows, and in and out of the 
beam flies shot like rushing stars.” (p 17-18) 
• “A water snake slipped along the pool, its head held up like a little periscope.” (p7) 



• “Her hair hung in little rolled clusters, like sausages.” (p31) 
  

Task 2:  Write Like Steinbeck:  A New Chapter 

Choose one of the following situations and create a new chapter for John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men.   

Options: 

A) Create a scene when Slim offers Candy one of his new pups. This scene would take place before the 
arrival of George and Lennie. 

B) Create a scene between the Boss and Crooks the morning that George and Lennie are late reporting to 
work. 

C) Create a scene between Curley and his wife when he finally finds her after looking for her in Chapter 2. 
D) Create a scene to go at the end of Chapter 2 where George and Lennie have dinner for the first time 

with the other men on the ranch.  Include some of the ranch men in your scene. 
E) Create a scene between Slim, George and Lennie when the puppy is given to Lennie right before 

Chapter 3. 
 
Requirements for the original chapter:  
 1. You must use properly punctuated dialogue.  
 2. The voice and style of the writing needs to follow the existing fictional text form to match the 
  rest of the story.  
 3.  You must write this in THIRD PERSON.  
 4.  No derogatory language will be allowed.  
 5. The chapter must contain between 800 (min) and 1,200 (max) words— 2-3 pages  
 6. Be sure to check over spelling and punctuation and be sure dialogue is used correctly.  
 7. This paper must be typed, 12 pt. font, Times New Roman, double spaced. 

All assignments will be collected on the first day of school. 



           
    


