
 
Sophomore Honors Summer Reading Assignment 

School Year 2019-2020 
 

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

Your summer assignment is to read F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby.  There will be three written tasks 
associated with this task.  In addition to interviewing someone to discover their views of the “American 
Dream”, you are being asked to complete three prompts (two short answers and one short essay). 

All assignments will be collected on the first day of school.  

****************************************************************************************** 

SHORT ANSWER PROMPT 

1.    For the interview assignment you will be required to interview someone (over the age of 50) and ask him/her to 
define the American Dream when he/she was growing up and the impact it had on the lifestyles at the time.  

A few questions you might include are:  How was it portrayed in his/her life? What influenced the idea of the American 
Dream then? Was it achievable? Who were the idols then? Did the division between old money and new money exist? 
What were the morals and values of the time? What impact did this mindset have on society?  

Write up your findings in paragraph form including the name and age of the subject of your interview. The answer 
should cover at least one side of loose leaf. (Typed:  1000 character minimum). 

************************************************************************************************** 

SHORT ANSWER PROMPT 

 2. Ask yourself what the American Dream is today. Questions you may think about entertaining are: What is your idea of 
the American Dream? How is it portrayed in the media? What kinds of influences are there as to what 
happiness/success is in America? Who are our idols? What is our ultimate goal? Does old money vs. new money still 
exist today? Is the American Dream achievable by today’s standards? What are the morals and values of the time? What 
impact does this mindset have on society?  

Write up your findings in paragraph form.  Provide specific examples to support your opinions. Your answer should 
cover at least one side of loose leaf.  (Typed:  1000 character minimum). 

****************************************************************************************** 

ESSAY PROMPT 

Many people define the American dream as “money, or at least what it can buy.” What is Fitzgerald's message 
about the American Dream in the Great Gatsby? Does Fitzgerald believe that the American Dream is 
achievable? Why or why not? 

Write up your findings in a short essay (opening, body, closing).  Use specific examples from the text (quotes, setting, 
symbols, etc.) to support your claims/statements.  Minimum:  3 paragraphs/ Maximum:  3 typed pages (double spaced) 

 

 


