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Summer Reading 

E.T. Richardson Middle School 

Language Arts 8 

 

 

Dear incoming 8th grade LA student, 

 

Springfield School District strongly believes that the summer break should not mean 

taking a break from learning, especially reading.  Studies show that most students experience a 

loss of reading skills over the summer, but students who continue to read over the summer 

months actually gain skills.  Efforts should be made during the summer to sustain reading skills.  

Reading, especially reading novels, builds critical reading skills and thinking, vocabulary and 

language abilities. 

  

Most importantly, turn off the television, and make time to read. You should make it your 

goal to read at least thirty minutes a day since in eighth grade, this will be a nightly expectation 

for homework.  Better yet, discuss what you are reading with your parent(s) / guardian(s).  This 

is an effective way to develop habits of the mind and build capacity for thought and insight. 

 

Summer reading requirements for students entering eighth grade:  

 
1. Read two books (see attached list for titles that are recommended but not required). 

2. Complete a Reading Response Assignment for each book. 

  

3. All work is due on the second day of school. 

 Reader Response Assignment for each book 

 Must include a Parental Permission Slip if you read a book that is not on the list. 
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Suggested Titles for Incoming Eighth Graders 
 

Incoming 8th graders are required to read A MINIMUM of two Summer Reading books 

and complete a Reading Response Assignment on each.  The following titles are suggested, 

but students are not limited to this list.  Parents/ guardians are asked to guide their child’s 

choices and sign off on the attached slip prior to September.  The signed Parental 

Permission slip with Reading Response sheets are due the second day of school.  

 

 

SCIENCE FICTION/FANTASY 

Gathering Blue by Lois Lowry, Young Adult, 224 pages 

The society portrayed here, like the one in The Giver, is controlled by merciless authorities with 

their own complex agendas and secrets. And at the center of both stories there is a young person 

who is given the responsibility of preserving the memory of the culture--and who finds the vision 

to transform it. 

 

Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card, Young Adult, 384 pages  

 Aliens have attacked Earth twice and almost destroyed the human species. To make sure 

humans win the next encounter, the world government has taken to breeding military geniuses 

and then training them in the arts of war. The early training, not surprisingly, takes the form of 

'games'. Ender Wiggins is a genius among geniuses 

he wins all the games. He is smart enough to know that time is running out. But is he smart 

enough to save the planet? 

 

Timeline by Michael Crichton, Adult, 496 pages 

It opens on the threshold of the twenty-first century. It is a world of exploding advances on the 

frontiers of technology. Any moment of the past can be actualized and a group of historians can 

enter, literally, life in fourteenth-century feudal France. 

 

The Lord of the Rings by J.R.R. Tolkien, Young Adult 

Here is the tale of the great and dangerous quest undertaken by Frodo Baggins and the 

Fellowship of the Ring: Gandalf the wizard; the hobbits Merry, Pippin, and Sam; Gimli the 

dwarf; Legolas the elf; Boromir of Gondor; and a tall, mysterious stranger called Strider. J.R.R. 

Tolkien's three volume masterpiece is at once a classic myth and a modern fairy tale.  It is a story 

of high and heroic adventure set in the unforgettable landscape of Middle-Earth. You may 

choose any of the three parts: The Fellowship of the Ring, The Two Towers, or The Return of 

the King. 
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CLASSIC 

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain, Young Adult, 235 pages 

Read about the adventures of a mischievous young boy and his friends growing up in a 

Mississippi River town in the nineteenth century. It is a tale of adventures, pranks, playing 

hooky, and summertime fun. 

 

And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie, Young Adult, 288 pages 

First, there were ten—a curious assortment of strangers summoned as weekend guests to a 

private island off the coast of Devon. Their host, an eccentric millionaire unknown to all of them, 

is nowhere to be found. All that the guests have in common is a wicked past they're unwilling to 

reveal and a secret that will seal their fate. For each has been marked for murder. One by one 

they fall prey. Before the weekend is out, there will be none. And only the dead are above 

suspicion. 

 

SUSPENSE / MYSTERY 

Man Who Was Poe by Avi, Young Adult, 200 pages 

In Providence, R.I., in 1848, Edgar Allan Poe reluctantly investigates the problems of eleven-

year-old Edmund, whose family has mysteriously disappeared and whose story suggests a new 

Poe tale with a ghastly final twist. 

 

Deathwatch by Robb White, Young Adult, 224 pages 

An exciting novel of suspense, based on a fight to the finish between an honest and courageous 

young man and a cynical business tycoon who believes that anything can be had for a price. 

 

Midnight for Charlie Bone by Jenny Nimmo, 9-12, 352 pages 

Ten-year-old Charlie Bone doesn’t realize he’s inherited the family’s magical powers until one 

day he finds that he’s able to hear the conversations of people in photographs. Charlie’s courage 

is put to the test as his powers emerge. 

 

Coraline by Neil Gaiman, 9 -12, 152 pages  

Coraline ventures through a mysterious door into a world that is similar, yet disturbingly 

different from her own, where she must challenge a gruesome entity in order to save herself, her 

parents, and the souls of three others. 

 

 

NON-FICTION 

Chinese Cinderella: The True Story of an Unwanted Daughter by Adeline Yen Mah, YA, 224 

pages 

A Chinese proverb says, "Falling leaves return to their roots." Adeline Yen Mah returns to her 

roots to tell the story of her painful childhood and her ultimate triumph and courage in the face of 

despair. It is a riveting memoir of a girl's painful coming-of-age in a wealthy Chinese family 

during the 1940s. 

 

 

 

 

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/results.asp?userid=2Z41M96UAJ&ath=Avi
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/results.asp?userid=2Z41M96UAJ&ath=Robb+White
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/results.asp?userid=2Z41M96UAJ&ath=Jenny+Nimmo
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/results.asp?userid=2Z41M96UAJ&ath=Neil+Gaiman


5 

Into Thin Air: A Personal Account of the Mount Everest Disaster by Jon Krakauer, Adult, 368 

pages 

 A childhood dream of someday ascending Mount Everest, a lifelong love of climbing, and an 

expense account all propelled writer Jon Krakauer to the top of the Himalayas last May. His 

powerful, cautionary tale of an adventure gone horribly wrong is a must-read. 

 

Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom, Young Adult, 256 pages 

The true story of two sisters sent to a Nazi concentration camp for helping Jews, and how they 

survived.  

 

The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teen: The Ultimate Teenage Success guide by Sean Covey, 

YA, 266 pages 

Learn the timeless principles of the 7 Habits to teens and the tough issues and life-changing 

decisions they face. In an entertaining style, Covey provides a step-by-step guide to help teens 

improve self-image, build friendships, resist peer pressure, achieve their goals, get along with 

their parents, and much more. In addition, this book is stuffed with cartoons, clever ideas, great 

quotes, and incredible stories about real teens from all over the world. The 7 Habits of Highly 

Effective Teens will engage teenagers unlike any other book. 

 

REALISTIC FICTION 

Hush by Jacqueline Woodson, Young Adult, 180 pages 

Twelve-year-old Toswiah finds her life changed when her family enters the witness protection 

program. 

 

Silver by Norma Fox Mazer, Young Adult, 208 pages 

Finding friends in a new school isn't easy for any junior high school student, but it seemed like it 

was going to be twice as hard for Sarabeth Silver, who came from the wrong side of the tracks to 

a wealthy district.  

 

True Believer by Virginia Euwer Wolff, Young Adult, 282 pages 

Living in the inner city amidst guns and poverty, fifteen-year-old LaVaughn learns from old and 

new friends, and inspiring mentors, that life is what you make it.  Life is an occasion to rise to. 

 

Monster by Walter Dean Myers, Young Adult, 281 pages   

While on trial as an accomplice to a murder, 16-year-old Steve Harmon records his experiences 

in prison and in the courtroom in the form of a film script as he tries to come to terms with the 

course his life has taken.   Mature content 
 
Street Love by Walter Dean Myers, Young Adult, 144 pages  

The swift flow of these short poems carries readers along in thoughts, conversations, and scenes 

as Damien and Junice's romance begins. He is a high achiever who has been accepted to Brown 

University and is expected to go far. Junice has just lost her mother to prison and is trying to 

keep her younger sister and her grandmother together as a family. Damien and Junice question 

who they are and who they will become. 

 

 

 

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/isbnInquiry.asp?userid=2YHZW770M8&isbn=0385494785&itm=1
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/isbnInquiry.asp?userid=2YHZW770M8&isbn=0553256696&itm=1
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Autobiography of My Dead Brother by Walter Dean Myers, 9-12, 224 pages    

Fifteen-year-old Jessie has always seen slightly older Rise as a hero, and the boys made a blood-

brother bond as children. Then Rise pulls away, starts dealing drugs and "fronting cool," and 

Jessie struggles to find his old friend beneath the new persona. His search leads him to art, which 

is his great talent, and he begins to create a biography of Rise in pictures. 

 

HISTORICAL FICTION 

The Blue Door by Ann Rinaldi, Young Adult, 288 pages 

When her grandmother sends her alone on a difficult journey up North, fourteen-year-old 

Amanda encounters the exploitation of women in textile mills. 

 

A Family Apart by Joan Lowery Nixon, Young Adult, 162 pages 

When their mother can no longer support them, six siblings are sent by the Children's Aid 

Society of New York City to live with farm families in Missouri in 1860. 

 

Soldier’s Heart by Gary Paulsen, Young Adult, 128 pages 

Based on the life of a real boy, it tells the story of Charley Goddard, who lies his way into the 

Union Army at the age of 15. Charley has never been anyplace beyond Winona, Minnesota, and 

thinks war would be a great adventure. Charley becomes a man as he learns the true details of 

war. 

 

The Killer Angels by Michael Shaara, 345 pages 

 In the four most bloody and courageous days of our nation's history, two armies fought for two 

dreams. One dreamed of freedom, the other of a way of life. The Killer Angels is an unique, 

sweeping, unforgettable re-creation of the Battle of Gettysburg. 

 

Fallen Angels by Walter Dean Myers, Young Adult, 309 pages   Perry, a Harlem teenager 

volunteers for the service when his dream of attending college falls through. Sent to the 

front lines, Perry and his platoon come face-to-face with the Vietcong and the real horror 

of warfare. But violence and death aren't the only hardships. As Perry struggles to find 

virtue in himself and his comrades, he questions why black troops are given the most 

dangerous assignments, and why the U.S. is there at all. *contains graphic language 
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Eighth Grade Summer Reading Response Assignment: Book One 

 

Your Name: ________________________  

 

Title: ______________________________  Author’s Name: ______________________ 

 

Snapshot Summary 

 

Somebody: Describe your main character. Write at least two sentences that share specific details about 

your character’s personality and appearance. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Wanted: Explain what motivated your character. Write at least two sentences to explain what your 

character wanted to get or to be, and why. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

But: Explain what obstacle got in the way of your character. Write at least two sentences describing what 

the main conflict was and why or how your character was struggling with it. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

So: Explain how the conflict was resolved. Write at least four sentences describing what happened in the 

end, including  whether or not your character got what he/she wanted, and how /she felt because of that in 

the end. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Eighth Grade Summer Reading Response Assignment: Book Two 

 

Your Name: ________________________  

 

Title: ______________________________  Author’s Name: ______________________ 

 

Snapshot Summary 

 

Somebody: Describe your main character. Write at least two sentences that share specific details about 

your character’s personality and appearance. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Wanted: Explain what motivated your character. Write at least two sentences to explain what your 

character wanted to get or to be, and why. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

But: Explain what obstacle got in the way of your character. Write at least two sentences describing what 

the main conflict was and why or how your character was struggling with it. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

So: Explain how the conflict was resolved. Write at least four sentences describing what happened in the 

end, including  whether or not your character got what he/she wanted, and how /she felt because of that in 

the end. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Rubric for Eighth Grade Summer Reading Responses 

 

 

4-Excellent* 

The response demonstrates an in-depth understanding of the book as a whole. 

Student includes a concise description of main character, main character’s 

motivation, main conflict, and the resolution which may include how main 

character changed.  

3-Proficient 

The response demonstrates an understanding of the book as a whole. Student 

includes a description of main character, main character’s motivation, main 

conflict, and the resolution. 

2-Developing 

The response indicates some difficulty with summarizing, but some details from 

the story are provided, such as character and conflict. 

1-Limited 

The response lacks understanding of how to summarize. Partial understanding of 

the story is demonstrated through vague details of story, such as character and 

conflict.  

0-Incomplete 

Little or no response. Evidence of reading and understanding are not indicated. 
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Parental Permission Slip for Summer Reading Choice Book 

E.T. Richardson Middle School 

Eighth Grade 

 

Date ___________ 

 

I hereby give permission for my son / daughter to read . . .  

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Title of Book 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Author 

 

which is not on the Recommended List as one of his / her choice books 

 for the Summer Reading Requirements. 

 

____________________________________________ 

Parent / Guardian Signature 

 

___________________________________________ 

Student Signature 

 

 

 

 

Parental Permission Slip for Summer Reading Choice Book 

E.T. Richardson Middle School 

Eighth Grade 

 

Date ___________ 

 

I hereby give permission for my son / daughter to read . . . 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Title of Book 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Author 

 

which is not on the Recommended List as one of his / her choice books 

 for the Summer Reading Requirements. 

 

____________________________________________ 

Parent / Guardian Signature 

 

___________________________________________ 

Student Signature 


