
Dear Students,   

Thank you for signing up to take AP English Language and Composition.  In an effort to prepare 

you for the class, you will complete a summer reading assignment.  This assignment is designed 

to prepare you for the type of reading and activities that you will encounter in the course, as well 

as have you begin to think about reading and writing in a different way. 

This summer, please read both of the books listed below: 

Baghdad Without A Map and Other Misadventures in Arabia, Tony Horwitz 

Black Dog of Fate, Peter Balakian 

You may borrow copies of the book from me (limited supply) or purchase personal copies.  

When I do academic reading, I prefer to mark up my text with notes and underline important 

passages; I encourage you to do the same.  If you have borrowed a school book, please use post-

it notes to identify interesting parts, places where you have questions, etc.  Be sure to remove 

these notes prior to returning the book to me in the fall. 

Suggestions for reading: 

● Read without distractions (phone, Netflix, etc…).   

● At times it will be important to re-read, especially at the start of a text to understand 

names of the characters and their relationships, locations, storyline, and (importantly) to 

acclimate to the author’s style of writing. 

● Look up unfamiliar words and keep them in a vocabulary journal.  You should identify 

which book the words come from.  I would suggest having a journal next to you while 

reading, or using an Excel or Word document to organize.  

● Don’t procrastinate and don’t forget!  Summer is a busy time.  Make sure that you set 

aside time to read both texts and give them the appropriate amount of time required to 

immerse yourself.  Don’t just skim.  If you read the books at the start of the summer it 

would behoove you to revisit them before the start of the school year since we will start 

the year by discussing them.  I will not accept the comment, “I read it too long ago, and I 

can’t remember.” 

● Please review the attached materials for other suggestions. 

 

  



Your summer assignment has specific parts: 

1. Answer the following essay question in a single essay (not one for each book): 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE—It may be tempting to summarize these stories in your essay.  Don’t.  I 

have read the texts and am familiar with their content; since I am your audience, you will 

need to keep that in mind.  I am more interested in hearing your argument—make a claim 

and then support it with specifics from the text.  The choice of texts and essay question is 

deliberate.  AP prompts are rarely obvious and often require students to notice subtlety. 

Your answer should be typed, double-spaced, using 12-point, Times New Roman 

font, and default margins.  Your name should be typed on the first line, and your 

class period should be on line two.  No other title or identifying information should be 

used.  It is expected that you will use proper grammar and spelling, as well as appropriate 

examples and quotations (with citations) from the text to support your opinions.  Before 

submitting a final copy of the work, please check it against the attached rubric.  There is 

no length requirement to this assignment. 

 

2. Over the summer you will need to log into turnitin.com and register for the summer 

reading assignment class.  The class information is as follows: 

a. Class Name:  2018 AP Lang Summer Reading  

b. Class ID: 18239559 

c. Enrollment Key: barry 

 

3. From there you will submit your essay in the Assignment section AND to the discussion 

board titled Summer Reading. 

a. This portion of the summer reading is due no later than August 13th 

(meaning on or before August 13th).  No late submissions will be accepted. 

  

In both novels, Horwitz and Balakian’s understandings of identity and heritage 

change.  These changes are noted through the use of dialogue and anecdotes.  How do 

the authors incorporate these shifts of understanding into the larger work of the text?  

Why are these cultural/heritage-based stories so important to the authors? 



4. The last step for summer reading is to engage in an online discussion on turnitin.com.  

Each student is expected read and and then reply to three other student’s essay posts.   

a. These replies should be approximately two paragraphs in length (each).   

b. I do not want to see “I agree/disagree” responses with no support or 

reference to your peer’s work.  I also do not want to see you simply give a 

summary of your peer’s writing.   

c. This portion of the summer reading is due no later than August 20th 

(meaning on or before August 20th).  No late submissions will be accepted. 

 

Rubrics are attached.  All summer reading information will also be available on my web page 

and on the district page. 

I look forward to working with each of you and discussing these texts in the fall.  Please e-mail 

me with any questions, comments, or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Mary Barry 

mary.barry@ssdcougars.org 

610-938-6295 

 

 

 

 


