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Purpose

The Board of School Directors (“Board”) of Springfield School District ("District”) believes that the goals
and objectives of this District are best achieved by a diversity of learning experiences, some of which
are more appropriately conducted outside the regular classroom curricular program of the school.

All learning experiences offered by the schools of this District - extracurricular and cocurricular - should
be planned and integrated toward the attainment of the District’s objectives.

Definitions

Extracurricular activities refers to those activities and programs that are sponsored or approved by
the District and are conducted wholly or partly outside the regular school day; are marked by student
participation in the processes of initiation, planning, organizing, and execution; and are equally
available to all students who voluntarily elect to participate.[1]

Cocurricular activities refers to those activities, programs, and learning experiences that
complement, in some way, what students are learning in school—i.e., experiences that are connected to
or mirror the academic curriculum. Cocurricular activities are frequently conducted partly outside and
partly inside the regular school day and are available to all students who voluntarily elect to participate
and meet the applicable eligibility requirements.

Non-instructional time is the time set aside by the school before actual classroom instruction begins
and after actual classroom instruction ends.

1. An athletic contest or competition, other than interscholastic athletics, that is sponsored by or
associated with the District, including cheerleading, club-sponsored sports activities and sports
activities sponsored by school-affiliated organizations.

2. Noncompetitive cheerleading that is sponsored by or associated with the District.

3. Practices, interschool practices, and scrimmages for all athletic activities.

Authority
Eligibility
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Student-related activities shall be considered sponsored or approved by the District when they have
been approved by the Superintendent or designee as such.

Participation in student-related activities of the District is limited to students who are enrolled in the
District on a full-time basis unless participation is mandated by law or permitted by Board policy.

Student-related activities may be part of a voluntary staff assignment not warranting additional
compensation to the staff member. The District administration and professional staff shall establish the
eligibility requirements, subject to Board review.

The Board shall make school facilities, supplies and equipment available and assign staff members and
ensure adult supervision for the support of a program of cocurricular activities. Such availability and

Students may assume all or part of the costs of travel and attendance at cocurricular events and trips.
The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that the District's program of student related activities:

1. Contemplates the needs and interests of District students.

2. Involves students in developing and planning such activities, when appropriate.

3. Ensures the provision of competent guidance and supervision by staff.

4. Guards against the exploitation of students.

5. Provides a variety of experiences.

6. Provides for continuing evaluation of the program and its components.

7. Ensures that all extracurricular activities are open to all students and that all students are fully
informed of the opportunities available to them.[1][Z]

Equal Access Act

Secondary students shall be provided the opportunity for non-curriculum-related student groups to
meet on the school premises during non-instructional time for the purpose of conducting a meeting
within the limited open forum on the basis of religious, political, philosophical, or other content of the
speech at such meetings. Such meetings must be voluntary, student-initiated, and not sponsored in any
way by the school, its agents or employees.[4]

The meetings of student groups cannot materially or substantially interfere with the orderly conduct of
the educational activities in the school.

The Superintendent or designee may establish the length of sessions, number per week, and other
limitations deemed reasonably necessary.

The District retains the authority to maintain order and discipline on school premises in order to protect
the well-being of students and employees and to ensure that student attendance at such meetings is
voluntary.

Reservation of Right to Terminate

The Board reserves the right, and the Superintendent is authorized, to terminate any extracurricular or
cocurricular program, club or activity in the event that such program, club or activity is not operating in
accordance with Board Policy or applicable law or is disruptive to the normal operations and/or
educational programs of the District.

DISCLAIMERS:

This policy is superseded by all current federal and state laws and mandates.
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This online posting is an electronic copy from Springfield School District’s manual of
currently adopted policies. The policies on this site are for informational purposes only and
do not reflect updating activities in progress. It may be used for information and reference
purposes only regarding issues of concern. Certified date-stamped copies are available from
the District Open Records Officer and are valid for issues of concern within two (2) weeks of
the stamped date.
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