October 1, 2009

Scenic Hills Home and School Association Meeting

Attendees:  

Tina Battista, Jennifer Bingaman, JoAnn Boyle, Erin Brophy, Agnes Connor, Judi Curtis, Susan Danzi, Holly DiGregorio, Tammy Donato,  Kristen Fee, Michelle Galloway, Christine Gehrman, Cathy Gould, Mary Beth Grubb, Stacey Hannigan, Sonia Horozoglou, Margie Larkin, Jennifer Lofland, Michelle Lott, BJ Madden, Tom McCormack, Karen McGlynn, Melanie McKenna, Amy McKeon, Maleita Olsen Maureen Pasternak, Megan Reiter, Nancy Remus, Christine Reynolds, Joanne Santivasa, Chris Schickling, Debbi Shaner, Sue Siegel, Stephanie Sillo, Lisa Smith, David Soslau, Cathy Stewart, Donna Storti, Trish Turner, Sheena Verghese, Theresa Whitaker (42 attendees)
The meeting was called to order at 7:10PM by Jennifer Bingaman.
President’s Report

Jennifer Bingaman gave the President’s Report as below.

Changes in the Meeting Format

The Home and School Association will have a new meeting format.  There will time for public comment.  Individuals who would like to speak are asked to sign in on the meeting registration form at the beginning of the meeting.  Individuals will have up to 3 minutes to speak during public comment.  The public forum will be up to 15 minutes.

In addition, guest speakers will be invited to each home and school meeting.  Tonight, Cathy Stewart, the school nurse, will speak about Lice and Swine Flu.

Changes to the Calendar

There was a change to the school calendar.  Red ribbon week and the Book Fair will be the week of October 19 to 23, 2009.  Tentatively, the Spring Fair is changed to February 20, 2009.  

Picture Day Correction

For those families who would like to order pictures on line, the school code on the order form is incorrect.  The correct number includes zeroes, not the letter o.  

Scenic Hills to Host Superintendent Luncheon on October 22

Scenic Hills will be hosting the Superintendent Luncheon on October 22, 2009.  Please look for more details in the Scenic Spotlight. 

K-1 Center Update

As seen in the Springfield Press, there will be a meeting at Springfield High School on October 21, 2009 at 7PM to discuss the K-1 Center and the configuration of the elementary schools. Because of the addition of the K-1 Center, Scenic Hills and Sabold Home and School Associations met over the summer to discuss possible reconfiguration of a new Home and School Association.  More details to follow.
New Activities for the Upcoming Year
In an attempt to have similar programs between the schools, Scenic Hills will adopt 2 programs that are conducted at Sabold Elementary School.  December 14, 2009 from 7-9PM there will be a pajama party for the kindergarteners, and there will a 4th grade spelling bee. Barbara Bush is the coordinator the pajama party.
Amendment to the bylaws

Jennifer Bingaman proposed a change in the bylaws such that dual signatures of the President and the Treasurer of the Home and School Association on a check are only required if the check is ≥ $500.  The motion was unanimously approved.

Treasurer’s Report

Holly DiGregorio gave the treasurer’s report.  There is $23,333.15 is the checkbook balance.  There are additional funds that are held for the different organizations.  We are a non-profit organization.  A portion of the proceeds from the fundraiser will be distributed to the classrooms to offset costs of parties and other activities.  

Coordinators’ Reports

Fundraiser report:  All Cherry dale fundraiser forms were collected yesterday (September 30).  Jennifer Bingaman proposed an additional fundraising event with Learning Express located in the Lawrence Park Shopping Center.  For the week of November 9-13th, 10% of all purchases at Learning Express will go to support Scenic Hills Home and School Association.  In addition, there are tentative plans for a fundraiser with Barnes and Noble in Spring 2010.
Hospitality Report:  Volunteers are needed. 
Spirit Wear Report:  Bids for spirit wear vendors have gone out. The Home and School Association has received one quote as of today.   We are hoping to have items available for online purchases this year.  If you have any suggestions for items, please contact BJ Madden. 

Family Fun Night Report:  The first Family Fun Night is scheduled for November 6, 2009 from 7-9pm.  There will be hayrides, games, and crafts.  There will be 3 additional family fun nights throughout the year.
Lunch Room Helpers Report:  This year, if you are a lunch room helper, you will not receive a telephone to remind you that you signed up to be a helper.  We ask that you please come to school at the designated lunch time and check in at the office to review a copy of the lunch room guidelines prior to heading to the cafeteria.  Lunch period begins at 11:15AM for 1st graders and lasts 25 minutes.  Volunteers are welcome to come and serve as a lunch and recess helper.  

Teachers’ Report:

For the Summer Literacy Program, there are 343 students who will be participating.  The teachers would like to thank the Home and School Association for the summer literacy books and pencils as well as the help assembling the packets for the children.  In addition, the teachers would like to thank the association for the luncheon, and the help with the ecology center pond over the summer.  

Guest Speaker

The guest speaker was our school nurse, Cathy Stewart.  She spoke about the H1N1 virus (Swine Flu) and Lice.  The best method to help prevent the spread of the H1N1 virus is hand washing.  There is no cure for Swine Flu so we treat the symptoms, fever and aches.  Patients may need to rest, drink plenty of fluids, and take fever-reducing medication such as Tylenol or Motrin.  If you or your children are sick, please stay home from work or school.  

The emergency signs of the Swine Flu are rapid breathing.  If this sign occurs in a child, Ms. Stewart suggested you seek immediate attention at a hospital with pediatric facilities such as Bryn Mawr and Crozer Hospitals.  The live vaccine is recommended by the CDC for children and adults who are not at high risk.  The attenuated vaccine is recommended for those with chronic illnesses including asthma.  

As an FYI, on October 20, 2009 the influenza vaccine (flu shot) will be given out at the Springfield Township Building for $20.

In regard to lice, they survive by sucking blood from their host.  Lice like clean hair, and it is transmitted via head to head contact.  They can live in your head for 30 days.  The nits are cemented to the hair.  The medication can be toxic.  There is a ‘no nit’ policy at Scenic Hills which means a child cannot attend school if there are nits in their hair.   Erin Brophy stated there is ‘Nit Nanny’ in Newtown Square who will remove head lice for a fee.
Questions were raised about the recent health screenings.  Ms. Stewart stated that the body mass index (BMI) letters will come home in November.  The hearing screening test results will only go home to those children who failed.  

Principal’s Report:

There are 649 children currently enrolled in Scenic Hills: Kindergarten 127 students; 1st grade 149 students; 2nd 123 students, 3rd grade 127 students; and 4th grade 123 students.  
A letter was sent home discussing the new structure and policy regarding student conferences.  To allow more instruction time with the children, conferences will held in the evenings and only with families of children who need additional discussion of their progress in school.  There will be no school the week of Thanksgiving and the Friday before Memorial Day.
The response intervention will include children in first and second grades this year. This is a unified intervention for decoding and fluency in reading.   The 2nd grade program will start in January.  
This year Scenic Hills will host Holiday Teas.  This program was borrowed from Sabold Elementary School.  These are concerts for all grade levels which will be held during the day.  Children are preparing for the performances in their music instruction classes.  

Dr. Soslau is the webmaster for the Scenic Hills website.  The Scenic Spotlight is posted on the website.  The parent handout is located under ‘resources.’  The school calendar on the website is up to date.  
The Summer Literacy Program had an excellent participation rate this year.  Phillie spirit day will be Friday, October 2, 2009.  

Kindergarten transportation drop-off rules need to be adhered to.  Concern was raised by parents of the possible dangerous traffic patterns in the front as well as the back of school property at the end of the day.  If there are issues, Dr. Soslau encouraged parents and community members to contact the Springfield Police Department.  

Public Comment 

Margie Larkin and Kristin Fee asked if the documents sent home in the Wednesday weekly could be posted on the school website.  Dr. Soslau stated that given the limited amount time available to serve as webmaster as well as the timeliness associated with these documents, it would be difficult to place these items on the web at this time.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:30PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer H. Lofland

Secretary, Home and School Association
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