January 28, 2010
Scenic Hills Home and School Association Meeting

Attendees:  

(24 attendees)
The meeting was called to order at 7:06PM by Jennifer Bingaman.
Guest Speaker

Dr. Jim Capolupo and Don Mooney were the guest speakers. They spoke about the state of the district in relation to the Act 1 bill. They discussed the potential budget shortages in the upcoming years and how the index restricts the school board’s ability to raise taxes in order to make up the shortfall. See attached document for details on Act 1 and please see the district website for more information: http://www.ssdcougars.org/Resources.cfm?subpage=26326
· What can parents do in regards to Act 1?  Write to your legislatures about repealing Act 1 and spread the word about the National Free and Reduced Lunch Program. Please check the school website for details on income guidelines and the application:   http://www.ssdcougars.org/files/filesystem/freelunch.pdf    Applications can be submitted anytime during the school year. 
· Which math will the 5th graders use next year?  They will continue with Chicago Math while at the elementary school.

Literacy Center Update
· Detailed FAQ’s and video tour of the building are on the district website: http://www.ssdcougars.org/Resources.cfm?subpage=26326
· First graders will be bused on separate route from the rest of the grades.

President’s Report

Jennifer Bingaman gave the President’s Report as below.

Changes in the Home & School Structure for next year
· All attendees voted in favor of the following:
“It is the board’s recommendation that the membership authorize the president and treasurer to work with the principal to take the steps necessary to rename and restructure the 501 (c) 3 as the SSD Elementary Home and School Association, under which Scenic Hills, Sabold and Springfield Literacy Center will operate starting with the 2010-2011 School Year.”
· Fundraising Committee for next year being formed. Anyone interested please contact H&S.

· Sabold Calendar will be a district calendar next year. Scenic will be involved with creating it this year and selling it next year.
Changes to the Calendar

· “Foxy’s Trail” walk Saturday January 30th 3pm.
· Jump Rope for Heart February 8-12

· Frostival (formerly Spring Fair) Saturday February 20th 11-4pm

Coordinator Reminder
Coordinators reminded to review policy in their folders. Please check with Jen before purchasing supplies since there are already many on hand.
Vice President Report
JoAnn Boyle gave the Vice President’s report. PSSA’s are scheduled for April 7-9 and April 12-16 for 6 days.  Actual days of testing are still being determined.

The school and H&S provide a light breakfast each day as well as a snack for each day. 

Volunteers are needed to help serve the breakfast each morning and also to be hallway monitors during the actual test times. Please contact JoAnn Boyle at boyle.joann@gmail.com to volunteer.  She will get back to you with details.
Treasurer’s Report

Holly DiGregorio gave the Treasurer’s report.  There is $20,946.58  is the available checkbook balance.   Holly also reminded everyone about the money available for reimbursement for class parties as long as receipts are submitted. Also, she stressed the importance of planning ahead to avoid express shipping charges.
Coordinators’ Reports

Family Fun Night:  The Chuck E. Cheese fun night was a success and a Pot-o-Gold Bingo night is planned for March 5th. An interactive movie night is being planned for May.
Ecology Center: 
· Theresa reregistered all Genuardi’s cards herself. She reminded everyone about signing up for Genuardi’s every spring since they reset automatically. 

· Please save all Acme receipts no matter how small. 

· We earned $740 in Boxtops, so keep clipping!
Frostival: 

· Bracelets will be used for entrance this year. $10/child or $25/family for access to all events.

· Volunteers still needed.

· Games – new ones rented, Wii games will be available, obstacle course and moonbounce.

· Prizes – will not be purchased this year due to the overabundance of prizes left over from last year.

· Raffle baskets will be available.
Holiday Shoppe:  Coordinator needed if we are going to support this fun event next year.

Playground:  Dave reported that missing balls were found and reminded to lock the box. 

Blood Drive:  Scheduled for February 8, 3:30 to 8:30 at ETR. Appointments are still available. Contact Erin Rogers at rodgerse@verizon.net to schedule an appointment.
Yearbook:  Forms will be sent home February 10th – 26th - $15.00 for 80 full-color pages similar to last year.

Community Service:  Thank you to all for the 477 mittens/gloves and 50 hats/earmuffs that were donated to local charities.

Publicity: Pictures needed for our bulletin board. Please send pictures from this year’s events to Maleita Olsen at maleitaeric@comcast.net. 
Teachers’ Report:

Mrs. McGlynn and Mrs. Storti thanked H&S for Christmas gifts and updated everyone on some current/upcoming events:
· Haiti Relief Fund – now until February 12
· Pennies for Patients

· February 12 – Valentine Day parties

· February 16 – 100th day of School

· First grade plant sale proceeds will go to Ecology Center this year

· Please send any used adult or children books to Mrs. Storti for the Frostival book sale.

Principal’s Report:

1. FLES(Foreign Language in Elementary School)– Dr. Soslau discussed the rationale for the elimination of Spanish instruction at the elementary level starting in the 2010-2011 School Year.  The School Board voted to eliminate this program at its January 14th meeting.

2. Responsive Classroom practices and the Cafeteria – Dr. Soslau reported that all elementary cafeteria aides were trained in some of the Response Classroom methods and use of language that apply to the student lunch period.  Key points include:

a. The importance of combining social and education (or logistic goals)

b. Transference of independence

c. Respectful and direct language

d. Adjusting tone, words, volume and pace of language to exercise control

e. Reinforce the principles of cooperation, assertion, responsibility, empathy, and self-control

f. Logical consequences

3. PSSA – An informational meeting for is being hosted by Dr. Soslau and Sabold principal, Ms Mattei on February 9th at Scenic Hills.  The meeting starts at 7:30 and parents are asked to email Scenic Hills secretary Mrs. Jeffery indicating their plan to attend so that enough copies of handouts can be made.

4. Transition Update – Weekly meetings of the Transition Committee are ongoing to prepare for the September 2010 opening of the Springfield Literacy Center.  Chairman, Stanley Johnson gives public updates at School Board meetings and there is a link for the Literacy Center on the District website that contains information pertaining to frequently asked question.  There are also videos on the website designed to give an overview on the project.  Calls for Kindergarten and first grade registration may start on February 1st and are directed to a central number at the district office.  Please spread the word to friends and families that may need to know.

5. Calendar – Updates

a. No MAP testing will be conducted.  An explanation of the new benchmark tests was given.

b. Feb 10th – please look for a letter regarding the changes to conferences.  This was briefly explained.

c. Feb 17th – Status report and conference notification will be sent home

d. Feb 16, 17, and 18th – K and 1 registration BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

e. Week of March 1st is Read Across America week.

f. March 3rd – Report cards will be sent home in the Wednesday Envelope

6. Clubs – Club notification forms went home on today (Wednesday 1/27/10).  There were 251 students that selected clubs.  All students that submitted their forms on time received their first choice club and most students that made a second choice selection were also assigned to their second choice.  In some cases, due to the size of groups, students were assigned an alternate choice.  A total of 361 roster spaces were filled.  Also, due to group sizes and calendar issues, some sessions were adjusted to fit everyone and everything in.  Parents are asked to email the club sponsors directly if a student will not attend part or all of a scheduled club.
7. Wednesday Weekly documents are being posted on the website.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:58PM.
Respectfully submitted,

JoAnn Boyle (for Jennifer H. Lofland)
Secretary, Home and School Association
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