November 18, 2009

Scenic Hills Home and School Association Meeting

Attendees:  

Jennifer Barbier, Jennifer Bingaman, JoAnn Boyle, Connie Croce, Judi Curtis, Holly DiGregorio, Kristen Fee, Cathy Gould, Mary Beth Grubb, Margie Larkin, Jennifer Lofland, Karen McGlynn, Dale Owens, Megan Reiter, Nancy Remy, Geri Riehl, Joanne Santivasa, Chris Schickling, David Soslau, Donna Storti, Trish Turner (21 attendees)

The meeting was called to order at 7:10PM by Jennifer Bingaman.

Guest Speakers
Dawn Jones, a life coach, spoke about time management.  One of key barriers to proper time management is procrastination.  Dawn discussed the key reasons for procrastination and tools to overcome procrastination.  
Sita Jeffers from the Post Prom Committee asked for a donation from the Scenic Hills Home and Association to support the Post Prom activities.  Details regarding the Post Prom activities are on the high school web site under the clubs and activities tab.  The high school prom is May 6th, 2010.  
Public Comment

Geri Riehl asked if there were other activities scheduled for fundraising.  She suggested a pasta sale for the future.  The Association will be considering different fundraisers for the future.
President’s Report

Jennifer Bingaman gave the President’s Report as below.

Communication
Erin Brophy is no longer on the Home and School Association Board.  Her children are no longer enrolled in the school district.

The Home and School Association sends weekly reminders of upcoming events via email.  Please email scenic.hs@gmail.com if you would like to be included on the list.  
Calendar changes
December 14 is the Kindergarten PJ party.   The Holiday Teas are December 21 and 22.  The Spring Fair will be February 20, 2010.  
School Board Meeting
The school board voted to keep our neighborhood schools.  Wendy Yohn was named principal of the K-1 Center.
Superintendent luncheon
We thank Alicia Brown and the hospitality committee for their assistance with the luncheon.
Coordinators
All event coordinator are asked to complete and submit any reimbursement forms and event summary sheets to Holly DiGregorio or Jennifer Bingaman. 
Secretary’s Report

Jennifer Lofland presented the findings from the email survey.  The objectives of the survey were to learn what activities Scenic Hills families would like the Home and School Association to support in the future and solicit suggested changes and improvements for Home and School activities.  Among the 364 members of the email distribution list, 77 people (21%) responded to the survey.  Over 80% of the respondents supported the entire home and school association activities except the school store and the Cherrydale Fundraiser.  72% and 36% of the respondents supported the school store and the Cherrydale Fundraiser, respectively.  
Treasurer’s Report

Holly DiGregorio reported $29,804.05 is the estimated working cash budget.  The Association is on target for the produced budget.  The Association is a non-profit organization.  The homeroom parent distribution will be $3/student.  Homeroom parents will receive a letter and will submit reimbursement forms for the homeroom activities.    The homeroom distribution monies will be included in next year’s budget so the funds will be available at the beginning at the year.
Coordinators’ Reports

Fundraiser report:  Approximately $16,000 were raised.  Please pick up your Cherrydale order in the school office before Thanksgiving.  
Family Fun Night:  There were 530 tickets sold for family fun night.  If you would like to volunteer or learn more, please email familyfunnites@gmail.com.  The next event is January 21, 2010 3-9PM at Chuck E Cheese.  There will be an outside movie night for the last family fun night. 
Spirit Wear:  Spirit wears orders are due November 20, 2009.  

4th Grade Sleepover:  The sleepover is November 20, 2009.  
Visit with Santa:  Visit with Santa is scheduled for December 12, 2009.
Holiday Shoppe:   The holiday shoppe is Monday, November 30 to Wednesday, December 9, 2009.
Kindergarten PJ Party:  Volunteers are needed.  

Teachers’ Report:

The Poinsettia sale is currently running; it supports the First Grade teachers.
Principal’s Report:

· Dr. Soslau thanked the Home and School Association for supporting the superintendent luncheon, Halloween Parade, and Red Ribbon Week.  

· He gave a special thank you for surprising him on his 40th birthday.

· As a reminder, there is no school next week for the children.  Over the break, he encouraged parents and students to do activities on www.studyisland.org and www. firstinmath.org.  
· The writing institute will begin in December and will focus on the different types of writing.  The completed books will be distributed the first week in March in conjunction with the Dr. Seuss birthday celebration.  
· Scenic Hills will host Holiday Teas on December 21 and 22 during the school day.  This program was borrowed from Sabold.  These concerts are for all grade levels.  Children are preparing for the performances in their music instruction classes.  The adoption of this program is to encourage program alignment between the elementary schools and serves as a performance opportunity for younger children. 
· Dr. Soslau reviewed the detailed findings from the survey and wanted to clarify some of the comments.  
· A respondent commented that ‘Field day should be a teacher event and not a home and school event.’  Dr. Soslau stated this is a teacher event, led by Mr. Patella.  The parent volunteers for this event are valued and appreciated; we would not be able to have this event without the help and support of these volunteers.
· The 4th grade sleepover at Sabold is a teacher event, focuses on reading activities, and ended at 12PM.  Future 4th grade sleepovers at Scenic Hills will be evaluated to allow for alignment between the elementary schools.  
· Last year, the guest science speakers program was for 4th graders.  This year, Jennifer Lofland received a grant from her company for $30,000 for 3rd and 4th graders at Scenic Hills and Sabold.  
· Health screening is mandated by the state; height, weight, hearing, scoliosis, and dental hygiene.  Volunteers are valuable for the health screening by providing comfort and support for the children.  
· The PSSA testing is mandated by the state.  The elementary schools try to make these tests fun for the children. 
· The Senior Then and Now Day is a fun, positive event for the community.  
· Summer literacy program will be continued next year.
· A parent expressed concern regarding playground helpers.  The elementary school staff, not volunteers, is responsible for the safety and supervision of the children on the playground.  The elementary school is not under any obligation to do background and fingerprint checks for volunteers since the volunteers are 1) under the supervision of the elementary school staff and 2) not working in a private setting with children.  Volunteers assist students with activities, participate in recess, and provide structure for activities.  
The next meeting is January 27, 2010.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:40PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer H. Lofland
Secretary, Home and School Association
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