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ISAIAH ZAGAR

MOSAICS WITH MEANING
Isaiah Zagar is a Philadelphia Tile Artist. His work may be seen up and down South Street, on building facades, alley walls, inside restaurants; all over Philadelphia. The Magic Garden, Zagar’s largest tile installation is an outdoor/indoor maze of mosaics. Zagar’s tile murals reflect an appreciation for the imaginative human spirit – especially in a distressed urban environment. Zagar’s tile murals are credited with beginning the positive transformation of many blighted neighborhoods.

Embedded in many of Zagar’s murals are words and poetry. For example, you will find the phrase, “Art is the Center of the Real World,” in many of his tile murals. Other examples include: “I build this sanctuary to be inhabited by my ideas and my fantasies.” And “Remember walking around in this work of fiction.”
You will be creating a tile piece that includes words or quotes that are meaningful to you. Consider choosing or creating a powerful statement that is meaningful to you or socially meaningful to you and your community. When designing your mosaic, think about the words first. Sketch out the design on a piece of paper and consider the visual flow of the words and the overall composition.
Below are resources you may want to use before beginning this project:
· http://www.isaiahzagar.org/ 

· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaiah_Zagar 

· http://www.gabekphoto.com/portfolio/zagar/magicalgarden.htm
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ASSIGNMENT:

CREATE AN ORIGINAL MOSAIC DESIGN THAT INCORPORATES A QUOTE OR PHRASE THAT HAS PERSONAL MEANING.  THE TILE PIECE MUST MEET THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA:

· You will be using small tiles to create a design; you may create regularly or randomly shaped tiles. You may make your own tiles or purchase tiles/break pottery or plates to create tiles.

· The composition must be an original design….YOU MAY USE A VARIETY OF PICTORIAL RESOURCES TO CREATE YOUR DESIGN AS INSPIRATION BUT YOU MAY NOT COPY AN EXISTING IMAGE.
· Subject matter must be chosen for the meaning it conveys.....how does your design work with the words you have chosen?
· Surface treatment (texture) works harmoniously with the tiles.
· The finish (the glazing/underglazing/smoke firing) must enhance rather than detract from the tiles – the glazes/underglazes/smoke firing must work in harmony with the tiles. 
· Craftsmanship must be excellent. Mosaic must be well-constructed and crafted.
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ASSIGNMENT:

CREATE AN ORIGINAL MOSAIC DESIGN THAT INCORPORATES A QUOTE OR PHRASE THAT HAS PERSONAL MEANING.  THE TILE PIECE MUST MEET THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA:

· You will be using small tile pieces to create a design; you may create regularly or randomly shaped tiles. You may make your own tiles or purchase tiles/break pottery or plates to create tiles.

· The composition must be an original design….YOU MAY USE A VARIETY OF PICTORIAL RESOURCES TO CREATE YOUR DESIGN AS INSPIRATION BUT YOU MAY NOT COPY AN EXISTING IMAGE.

· Subject matter must be chosen for the meaning it conveys.....how does your design work with the words you have chosen?

· Surface treatment (texture) works harmoniously with the tiles.
· The finish (the glazing/underglazing/smoke firing) must enhance rather than detract from the tiles – the glazes/underglazes/smoke firing must work in harmony with the tiles. 
· Craftsmanship must be excellent. Mosaic must be well-constructed and crafted.

__________________________________________________________

1) Describe your tile design; do not write about the meaning....simply describe the physical aspects of the tile piece (size, color, texture, etc.)!  5 SENTENCES = 5 POINTS!!

2) Describe your mosaic’s symbolism. Talk about the meaning you have created through the words/quote you chose and how the rest of the design supports the quote. Why did you choose this particular type of symbolism? 5 SENTENCES = 5 POINTS!!

3)   Surface treatment (texture) works harmoniously with the tiles.
1 – no attempt to make the surface work harmoniously with the tiles.

2 - surface treatment created is irregular, poorly crafted and does not enhance the overall aesthetics of the tiles.

3 – surface treatment created is satisfactory but does not enhance the overall aesthetics of the tiles.

4 – surface treatment created enhances the overall aesthetics of the tiles.

5 – surface treatment created greatly enhances the overall aesthetics of the tiles.
4)   The finish (the glazing/underglazing/smoke firing) enhances rather than detracts from the tiles – the glazes/underglazes/smoke firing works in harmony with the tiles.
1 – little or no attention given to the finish on the tiles.

2 - finish is uneven and patchy and detracts from the forms of the tiles.

3 – finish is satisfactory but the overall effect is not harmonious with the forms of the tiles.

4 – finish is well applied and is harmonious with the tiles.

5 – finish is applied with great care and attention to details and the finish is 
completely harmonious with the subject matter and the form of the tiles.

5)  Craftsmanship is excellent.

1 – little attempt to clean up edges, smooth out joins or touch up irregular surfaces.

2 - some attempt to clean up edges, smooth out joins and touch up irregular surfaces

3 – minimal distracting craftsmanship

4 – clean joins, smooth joins and little or no irregular surfaces that distract from the overall mosaic
5 – perfectly clean edges, joins and no irregular surfaces…no distracting craftsmanship issues 
6) What problems did you encounter and how did you solve the problems?  5 POINTS = 5 SENTENCES - Be SPECIFIC!
TOTAL POINTS :_________________( multiply points X 2 for total 60 possible points)

COMMENTS (anything you want to say about the project, process or final piece of artwork?):









