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TILEMAKING

Picture Mosaics
ASSIGNMENT:

CREATE AN ORIGINAL TILE DESIGN.  THE TILE PIECE MUST MEET THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA:

· Tiles must be of an original design – NOTE: Your tiles may be any shape: rectangular or organic shapes. See examples below.
· Subject matter must be chosen for the meaning it conveys.....YOU WILL BE REQUIRED TO DESCRIBE THE MEANING THAT YOU AS AN ARTIST ARE TRYING TO COMMUNICATE.

· You must determine what symbolism or designs you will be using. Personal symbols?  Universal symbols?

· You must determine the type of texture your tiles will have: Embossed, applied or carved.

· You must determine where your tiles will be installed.

· Tiles must be well-constructed and crafted.

· You must determine how you will know your tile piece is successful. 

TERMS:
· Picture Mosaic – A full picture that is cut into several smaller pieces like a puzzle 

· Brocade tile – Three-dimensional tiles. Tiles that are not flat, but build up in low relief. 

· Mastic – Tile adhesive. Used to glue tiles to walls, floors, tabletops, boards, etc.

· Grout – A sandy mortar that is placed between the tiles after they have been glued to a surface using mastic. 

· Embossed Texture – Because clay can pick up any texture pressed into the surface, many tiles have a texture pressed or embossed into the surface; this differs from an applied texture or a carved texture.

· Applied Texture – Texture that is added onto the clay surface.

· Carved Texture – Texture that is carved into the tile surface.

RESOURCES 

Google the following terms: “picture mosaics”, “Moravian tileworks picture mosaic” “art nouveau tiles” 

LOOK UP PA ARTISTS DAVID STABLEY AND JESSICA GROLIN LIDDELL
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PICTURE MOSAIC ASSESSMENT

NAME__________________________________DATE______________

ASSIGNMENT:

CREATE AN ORIGINAL PICTURE MOSAIC TILE DESIGN.  THE TILE PIECE MUST MEET THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA:

· Tiles must be of an original design.

· Subject matter must be chosen for the meaning it conveys.....YOU WILL BE REQUIRED TO DESCRIBE THE MEANING THAT YOU AS AN ARTIST ARE TRYING TO COMMUNICATE.

· You must determine what symbolism or designs you will be using. Personal symbols?  Universal symbols?

· You must determine the type of texture your tiles will have: Embossed, applied or carved.

· You must determine where your tiles will be installed.

· Tiles must be well-constructed and crafted.

· You must determine how you will know your tile piece is successful. 
__________________________________________________________

1) Describe your tile design; do not write about the meaning....simply describe the physical aspects of the tile piece (size, color, texture, etc.)!  5 SENTENCES = 5 POINTS!!

2) Describe your tile’s design and symbolism. Talk about the meaning you have created. Why did you choose this particular type of symbolism? Is the symbolism personal or global? 5 SENTENCES = 5 POINTS!!

3)   Surface treatment (texture) works harmoniously with the tiles.
1 – no attempt to make the surface work harmoniously with the tiles.

2 - surface treatment created is irregular, poorly crafted and does not enhance the overall aesthetics of the tiles.

3 – surface treatment created is satisfactory but does not enhance the overall aesthetics of the tiles.

4 – surface treatment created enhances the overall aesthetics of the tiles.

5 – surface treatment created greatly enhances the overall aesthetics of the tiles.
4)   The finish (the glazing/underglazing/smoke firing) enhances rather than detracts from the tiles – the glazes/underglazes/smoke firing works in harmony with the tiles.
1 – little or no attention given to the finish on the tiles.

2 - finish is uneven and patchy and detracts from the forms of the tiles.

3 – finish is satisfactory but the overall effect is not harmonious with the forms of the tiles.

4 – finish is well applied and is harmonious with the tiles.

5 – finish is applied with great care and attention to details and the finish is 
completely harmonious with the subject matter and the form of the

 tiles.

3)  Craftsmanship is excellent.

1 – little attempt to clean up edges, smooth out joins or touch up irregular surfaces.

2 - some attempt to clean up edges, smooth out joins and touch up irregular surfaces

3 – minimal distracting craftsmanship

4 – clean joins, smooth joins and little or no irregular surfaces that distract from the overall coil piece

5 – perfectly clean edges, joins and no irregular surfaces…no distracting craftsmanship issues 
4) What problems did you encounter and how did you solve the problems?  5 POINTS = 5 SENTENCES - Be SPECIFIC!
TOTAL POINTS :_________________( multiply points X 2 for total 60 possible points)

COMMENTS (anything you want to say about the project, process or final piece of artwork?):









