CREATING AN EXTRAORDINARY CUP
ALTERED, WHEEL-THROWN POTTERY

Potters use the wheel to create a variety of forms; not all of the shapes are create ON the wheel.  Many potters manipulate the pots they make on the wheel...pieces are thrown and attached to each other, pots are carved, handles are added, bases, lids and extra pieces are added. In this project, you will be altering a wheel thrown cup.  See the examples on the back for inspiration. Consider the following questions when planning your piece:

· Will you be carving your cup?  Do you need to leave extra clay on the bottom, sides or top?  

· Will you be adding pieces to your cup?  

· When are adding a base, handles, or extra pieces, make sure your pot the proper consistency (not too wet or dry)?  

· Will you be adding other materials (metal, hemp, twine, rope, glass, natural materials, fabric)?

· Is the overall shape aesthetically pleasing?

· Are the pieces well joined?

ASSIGNMENT:

CREATE A WHEEL THROWN, ALTERED CUP.

· Your cup must be well thrown (even walls, evenly balanced in terms of physical weight, no cracks).

· You must determine if you are simply making a functional piece or will it have sculptural elements.

· Craftsmanship must be excellent.

· The finish must be visually effective.  Does the finish (glaze, underglaze, stain, paint, other material) enhance rather than detract from the piece?

· If additional materials are used, do they enhance rather than detract from the piece/?

· Your cup must be completely functional.
GOOGLE CERAMIC CUPS OR MUGS FOR INSPIRATION; ALSO, LOOK IN THE CERAMICS JOURNALS!
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CREATING AN EXTRAORDINARY CUP
ALTERED, WHEEL-THROWN POTTERY

NAME__________________________________DATE______________

ASSIGNMENT:

CREATE A WHEEL THROWN, ALTERED CUP.

· Your cup must be well thrown (even walls, evenly balanced in terms of physical weight, no cracks).

· You must determine if you are simply making a functional piece or will it have sculptural elements.

· Craftsmanship must be excellent.
· The finish must be visually effective.  Does the finish (glaze, underglaze, stain, paint, other material) enhance rather than detract from the piece?

· If additional materials are used, do they enhance rather than detract from the piece/?

· Your cup must be completely functional.
_________________________________________________________

1) Describe your cup.  Describe the shape, color, texture, additions, carving, etc. Be                        

excruciatingly specific!  WRITE 5 -7 SENTENCES FOR 5 POINTS!!!
2) Is your altered cup simply functional or does it have sculptural elements?  Why did you make this choice? Be specific. WRITE 5 -7 SENTENCES FOR 5 POINTS!!!
3)  Cup’s walls and foot are all the same thickness and there are no cracks.

1 – no attempt to make walls and foot consistent in thickness. Some cracks visible.
2 - ineffective attempt to make the walls and foot consistent in thickness. Some cracks visible.
3 – attempt to make the walls and foot consistent in thickness but only partially   effective. Less than 2 small cracks.
4 – walls and foot are the same thickness but small inconsistencies are visible. No cracks.
5 – walls and foot are the same thickness and no inconsistencies are visible. No cracks.
4) Craftsmanship is excellent.

1 – little attempt to clean up edges, smooth out joins or touch up irregular surfaces.

2 -  some attempt to clean up edges, smooth out joins and touch up irregular surfaces

3 – minimal distracting craftsmanship

4 – clean joins, smooth joins and little or no irregular surfaces that distract from the overall coil piece
5 – perfectly clean edges, joins and no irregular surfaces…no distracting craftsmanship issues 

5)   Glazing/underglazing/smoke firing enhances rather than detracts from the cup – the glazes/underglazes/smoke firing works in harmony with the ceramic piece.
1 – little or no attention given to the finish on the cup.

2 -  finish is uneven and patchy and detracts from the forms of the cup.

3 – finish is satisfactory but the overall effect is not harmonious with the forms of 

the cup.

4 – finish is well applied and is harmonious with the cup.

5 – finish is applied with great care and attention to details and the finish is 
completely harmonious with the subject matter and the form of the

 cup.

6) If additional materials are used, do they enhance rather than detract from the piece?  If you didn’t use additional materials, please discuss your decision. Be painfully specific.  WRITE 5 -7 SENTENCES FOR 5 POINTS!!
7) Cup is completely functional.
1 – When using the cup, the cup’s weight is not balanced and is nearly impossible to drink from.

2 -  When using the cup, the cup’s weight is generally balanced but is difficult to drink from.
3 – When using the cup, the cup’s weight is balanced and is easy to drink from.
4 – When using the cup, the cup’s weight is very well balanced and very easy to drink from.
5 – When using the cup it is perfectly balanced and extraordinarily easy to drink from. 

8) What problems did you encounter and how did you solve the problems?  WRITE 5 -7 SENTENCES FOR 5 POINTS!!!
TOTAL POINTS :_________________( ADD ALL POINTS - 40 points total possible)

COMMENTS (anything you want to say about the project, process or final piece of artwork?):
