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The Springfield School District Gifted Services is a system designed to address a student’s individual needs through enrichment 

opportunities, classroom instruction, and in some cases, accelerated programming.   Gifted students will be exposed to varied 

learning opportunities to enhance their critical and creative thinking, analytical skills and problem-solving skills.  Students will 

use exploratory questioning, reasoning skills, and evaluative measures to increase their aptitude both in and out of the 

classroom.  Above all, gifted education will look to clearly defined, measure and increase student achievement at the 

appropriate level of instruction for each child.   

The district accomplishes this mission by offering the following research-based learning experiences: 

1.   Differentiated instruction in the regular classroom based on the gifted student's needs and abilities 

2.   Cluster Grouping 

3.   Specific blocks of time when students have the opportunity to gather in peer groups, to study subjects and issues in     

-depth and at higher levels of sophistication, integrating the use of technology  

4.  Independent Studies 

5.  Single Subject Acceleration 

6.  Whole Grade Level Acceleration   

                     

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=students+learning&hl=en&safe=active&gbv=2&biw=1440&bih=731&tbm=isch&tbnid=qQ77zR47__ayDM:&imgrefurl=http://swanlearningcenter.blogspot.com/2012/01/challenging-students-to-new-years.html&docid=WTH4dhlo0jhrFM&imgurl=http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-G0h0UoMMWbg/TwOnBGMACjI/AAAAAAAAAKg/fgXSSMFH_cU/s1600/Academic+Coach.jpg&w=500&h=333&ei=i_GWT4-fO8-K0QHCrsi2Dg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=352&vpy=281&dur=86&hovh=183&hovw=275&tx=175&ty=103&sig=106639589644139958399&page=1&tbnh=124&tbnw=189&start=0&ndsp=28&ved=1t:429,r:8,s:0,i:84
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=students+learning&hl=en&safe=active&gbv=2&biw=1440&bih=731&tbm=isch&tbnid=aljPKOqHzZuDbM:&imgrefurl=http://mathwire.com/archives/aug09.html&docid=n4N5PqYTcLQxGM&imgurl=http://mathwire.com/imagesds/sw1.jpg&w=375&h=356&ei=i_GWT4-fO8-K0QHCrsi2Dg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=691&vpy=397&dur=1497&hovh=219&hovw=230&tx=115&ty=98&sig=106639589644139958399&page=1&tbnh=122&tbnw=126&start=0&ndsp=28&ved=1t:429,r:17,s:0,i:103
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=students+in+classroom&hl=en&safe=active&gbv=2&biw=1440&bih=731&tbm=isch&tbnid=knrwJF4Klt-riM:&imgrefurl=http://graduateschool.colostate.edu/current-students/student-resources/&docid=SNgyX6PWk_5LrM&imgurl=http://graduateschool.colostate.edu/current-students/images/classroom_new.jpg&w=280&h=260&ei=ffOWT8SyOomm8QTpuvmLDg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=1167&vpy=136&dur=1964&hovh=208&hovw=224&tx=130&ty=120&sig=106639589644139958399&page=3&tbnh=165&tbnw=178&start=51&ndsp=20&ved=1t:429,r:19,s:51,i:224
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The National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC) define giftedness as “individuals who demonstrate outstanding levels 

of aptitude (defined as an exceptional ability to reason and learn) or competence (documented performance or achievement in 

top 10% or rarer) in one or more domains. Domains include any structured area of activity with its own symbol system (e.g., 

mathematics, music, language) and/or set of sensorimotor skills (e.g., painting, dance, sports, etc.).” 

 

Each year, a variety of measures are used to determine a child’s present levels of educational performance. Assessments may 

include; the WISC IV, PSSA, MAPs, WIAT Subject Test, Study Island, Grade Level Academic Performance, and in some 

instances, the Iowa Acceleration Scale, interest scales, and student/parent/teacher input.   

 

The attained assessment data is then utilized to formulate appropriate and individualized goals for the gifted learner. The main 

thrust of the GIEP is to develop specific, measureable goals that correlate to a child’s ability.  The programs, with in the gifted 

services, that are selected for a student are based upon the recommendations of the GIEP team.  The first way that a child can 

work to attain his/her goals is through differentiated instruction in the regular classroom. Students may be placed into flexible 

groups or work as individuals to attain the goals.  In addition, students may be clustered in classes with other gifted learners.  

Through collaboration, the regular education teacher and the gifted teacher work to provide differentiation of the regular 

education curriculum. 

Next, a child can work to attain his/her goal through his/her participation in exploratory units.  Again, students may be placed 

into flexible groups or work as individuals to attain the goals.  The gifted education teacher (work to) primarily provides the 

environment for these discovery units.   

Independent studies are utilized for programming individually for the gifted learner, when the student shows strength or mastery 

in a particular curriculum-related topic. This approach may be used for short-term or for a yearlong study. 
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Single-subject acceleration may be available for the accelerated learner.  A child can work to attain his/her goal through 

acceleration.  (Acceleration is defined as students who would extend beyond the regular education classroom to attend the next 

level of instruction in the desired subject.  I.E. skipping a grade level).  Students at this level are typically in the 140 IQ range or 

higher and have demonstrated greater than one full grade level above the average person. Acceleration is based on present level 

testing, analyzing social/emotional maturity of the student, and recommendations from the GIEP team.  

Whole Grade Level Acceleration is available, when other programming options will not meet the needs of the gifted learner. In 

such rare cases, the Iowa Acceleration Scale is used to determine such placement.  

The objective of the Springfield School District is to create a seamless, K-12 service platform, from which, students can meet 

their greatest potential.  The following pages define the actualization of the service along with a description of each level’s 

exploratory units.   

 

 

The energy of the mind is the essence of life. – Aristotle 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=gifted&hl=en&safe=active&biw=1440&bih=731&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=d8aqEgcbrM93AM:&imgrefurl=http://littleworldbymarisol.blogspot.com/2010/10/gifted-children.html&docid=a5QFKRNcIH1cnM&imgurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_nL4KU0OKBsU/TMTbemsayII/AAAAAAAAACU/G6rbJ7irMJA/s1600/Gifted.jpg&w=540&h=360&ei=bgGXT5z3G8Ln0QGq-8zRDg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=179&vpy=288&dur=314&hovh=183&hovw=275&tx=183&ty=97&sig=106639589644139958399&page=1&tbnh=125&tbnw=196&start=0&ndsp=32&ved=1t:429,r:8,s:0,i:86
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During the exploratory units, students will be asked to link the topic (The What) to an 

essential question(s) that he/she selects to guide the inquiry (The Why).  Afterwards, 

students are then asked to make a critical connection to their newly designed learning by 

constructing a personal relevance to the problem. 

  

 

 

“I never really thought 

about looking at a 

problem in so many 

different ways.  I guess I 

just always thought 

about the problem, then 

just selected a way to 

solve it.  The exploratory 

units gave me a chance 

to take my time and “try” 

different thinking 

patterns.  It’s really fun.”     

--------------------------------- 

A Sixth Grade Student 
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At the elementary level, both the enriched and accelerated learners have an opportunity to thrive both in the regular classroom 

environment and S.E.E.K. class.  Data is utilized to determine the type of service each student will receive.  In addition to a 

child’s independent needs, all students have the opportunity to participate in thematic units of study outside of the regular 

classroom environment.  The thrust of these sessions is to introduce and expand upon a student’s ability to reason, make an 

argument and extend their learning into relevant, real-world situations.  The curriculum for our elementary sessions is as 

follows: 

GRADE FALL WINTER SPRING LATE SPRING 

2 
Poetry and word play Independent Study Oceans Tangrams,  

Cuisenaire Rods 

3 
Mythology   

(Greek, Roman) 

Independent Study Solar System  

(present to all 3rd graders) 

Pentominoes,  

Mira Math 

4 
Middle Ages 

(Medieval Festival) 

Independent Study Bridges Tessellations,  

Ancient Number System 

 

5 

 

Study of the brain: parts, 

learning styles, memory. 

Books - Phineas Gage; 

Flowers for Algernon 

Study body systems: skeletal, 

circulatory, digestive,            

muscular, respiratory; 

Math: combinations and 

permutations, magic 

squares, number 

characteristics 

 

Word Masters 

 

 

In grade five, Word Masters’ lists are utilized with the corresponding analogy tests.  

Two to three weeks of class time is utilized in learning/understanding the words and their meanings three times a year. 
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 At middle school, enrichment and/or acceleration is determined by independent data reviews.  This programming can occur 

both within and outside of the regular classroom environment.  All students also have the opportunity to participate in 

Challenge Class which is made up of modular units.  Students will have some choice as to which Mod they want to work on 

each quarter.  The thrust of these sessions will be to expand upon a student’s ability to reason, make arguments and extend their 

learning into relevant, real-world situations, and engage in systematic inquiry.  The Challenge Choices are as follows: 

Mod Description 
What might you 

do/create? 

Advertising and 
Marketing 

“You’re fired.”  Common words heard from Donald Trump on The Apprentice.  If you are interested in 
learning the ins and outs of advertising and marketing strategies, this mod if for you! 
 

We’ll start by analyzing major marketing strategies and successful advertising campaigns.  You will then 
use this knowledge to design a marketing campaign for a particular product or school function, execute 
the plan, and analyze the success of your campaign based on predetermined measures that you create.  
But don’t worry. No one gets fired on the ETR A & M team. 

Advertising and marketing 
campaign 

Amusement Park 
Physics 

You may have ridden carnival or amusement park rides before, but do you know how they are designed?  
What keeps you pressed against the seat as you spin round on the Gravitron?  How do engineers know 
how fast a car needs to be going to make it around that second loop of a roller coaster?  
 

In this mod we will conduct a series of experiments to connect physics laws with elements of amusement 
park rides.   You will then have the option of designing and building a digital or physical model of a ride 
using K’Nex and a 3-D program called NoLimits.  Come along for the ride! 

Model (digital or physical) 
of your own original 

amusement park ride 

Architecture 

If you dream of building your own house (tree or otherwise) someday, this mod is for you!  In the 
architectural mod we begin by studying various architectural styles and working on a scale model of a 
home.  We’ll then work with online tools to create blueprints and a 3-D virtual model of your very own 
tree house! 

3-D Model tree house 

Astronomy 
(New! Student 
created mod!) 

Many of us have spent warm summer nights gazing up at the sky, but what is really up there?  In this 
mod we will cross space and time to learn about the scale of the universe, famous astronomers, and a 
variety of celestial bodies and occurrences.  We’ll study the history of particular constellations, and learn 
about the science behind black holes and supernovas!  Will you be the first person to be able to explain 
dark matter?  Let’s find out! 

Astronomy related science 
research project 
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Computer 
Animation 

Programming 

Have you ever wondered where Disney and Pixar animators get their start?  Do you have dreams of 
creating the next Shrek or Ice Age? 
 

This mod is a beginning step in digital animation and basic computer programming using visual and 
textual aids. We will use Alice, an introductory programming application created by the computer 
geniuses at Carnegie Mellon University, and SCRATCH to create computer generated animations, games, 
or simulations.  Who knows… maybe you can start the next Dreamworks! 

Video game, animated 
short story, or other 

computer generated image 
set 

CSI 

Catching criminals these days has become a high tech endeavor.  It takes patience, know how, and a 
careful eye for details. 
 

In the CSI mod, we will conduct investigative experiments used by crime scene investigators to collect 
evidence throughout the course of the quarter.  As you hone your detective skills and deductive 
reasoning you will be preparing for the ultimate challenge: a full investigation of a “crime” committed at 
ETR.  Can you find enough evidence to narrow down a culprit and make sure they see their day in court? 
You may get a chance to find out as you present your evidence in a mock courtroom setting. “Will the 
Jury please read its verdict?” 

Participation in a full crime 
scene investigation and 

presentation of evidence in 
mock courtroom setting 

Dream it. Do it. 

Think about an accomplishment or challenge that you have heard about.  Did you think, “Wow, how did 
they do that?” or “I could never…” 
 

Think again. 
 

In this mod we will do some research into our own dreams and goals and will find a way to change 
impossible to imPossible!   

You dream it.   
You plan it. 
You do it. 

Entrepreneurship 

Alex started with a simple lemonade stand and initiated a multimillion dollar non-profit that raises 
money for children’s cancer research. 
 

You design a student business based on your own market research and the needs of the ETR community, 
and then create a proposal to receive a loan from the “bank” for up to $100. 
What happens if there are any profits?  You decide. 

Create your own start up 
business with a possible 

loan of up to $100 

Fashion Design 
and Media 

Studies 
(New! Student 
created mod!) 

Fashion design is a difficult and intellectual pursuit!  In this new mod we will study a variety of different 
fashion styles from across the globe, and create basic sketches for innovative designs.  From there you 
will have the opportunity to try your hand at making you design a reality using small mannequins, or to 
dive deeper into the photography and marketing side of fashion advertising. 

Mini design portfolio, 
sample clothing, or 
magazine spread 
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Graphics and 
Novels 

“It’s not a comic book.  It’s a Graphic Novel!”  In this mod we will read and learn about graphic novels, a 
type of text that includes illustrations, organizational design, and selective use of text to tell a story. 
Think Comic Book 2.0. 
 

You may be an excellent illustrator, or the master of stick figures.  You’ll get to choose between hand or 
computer illustration, or maybe you work as the format designer while your partner designs the art. 
Either way, if you love to write or design visual stories and comics, this mod is for you.   

Design and/or illustrate 
your own  graphic novel 

using Pixton or Photoshop 

Mythology 
(New! Student 
created mod!) 

Heroes and heroines, gods, and monsters, oh my!  Travel with us to far off lands in this mythological 
mod.  We’ll learn about myths and legends across the world that have been passed down through 
generations and try to figure out their roots.  What will we do with all of the fascinating things we learn?  
Create our own multimedia myth or legend based on life here in Springfield! 

Student created 
multimedia myth or legend 

Mysteries in 
History 

What is the Bermuda Triangle?  Is there a Tomb of Vlad Dracula?  Did Robin Hood really exist? In this 
mysterious endeavor we will learn about a variety of historical mysteries and the theories that historians 
and scientists have developed to explain them.  We’ll look for patterns and debate our own theories for 
some of these mysterious circumstances.  You’ll even get a chance to become an expert on one 
particular mystery! 
 

So, Lara Croft or Indiana Jones, are you ready to embark on your own adventure into the Tombs of the 
Unknown? 

Prove it.  Create a visual 
argument supporting your 

theory behind a self-
selected mystery 

Robotics and 
Programming 

Maybe you were the type of kid who pulled apart that old Nintendo DS to see how it worked.  Or 
possibly you still have that set of Legos that you spent hundreds of hours building and tearing down 
various structures and creations.  Either way, let’s put those skills and curiosity to use! 
 

In the Robotics and Programming mod, we will experiment with Lego NXT Mindstorms robotics tools and 
software to create working robots with specific purposes.  Robots like Wall-E seem like a distant 
possibility.  Let’s see how close we can get. 

Build and program a robot 
to solve or complete a 
variety of challenges. 

Rocket Science 
(New! Student 
created mod!) 

“3, 2, 1… lift off!”  In this mod we will examine some of the basics of aeronautics and aerospace 
engineering.  We’ll start by building background knowledge of aerodynamics, Newton’s laws of motion, 
rocket stability and launch procedures with the ultimate goal of designing and creating our own rocket 
for launch at the conclusion of the mod.  We’ve already conquered the moon… it’s time to look towards 
Mars! 

Design and build a rocket 
to launch at the conclusion 

of the mod 
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Short Films and 
Screenwriting 

George Lucas, Sophia Coppala, M. Night Shyamalan, Martin Scorsese...  Each of these famous directors 
had to start somewhere.  Are you the next Steven Spielberg?  Let’s find out. 
 

In the Short Films and Screenwriting mod we will focus on writing, directing, and producing short films in 
a variety of different media. We’ll start by viewing previous Oscar Winning shorts, composing 55 and 7 
word stories, and ultimately writing/creating our own screenplay or short film.  You never know… maybe 
your work will be the next winner of the Philadelphia Student Film Festival! 

Write and create a short 
film – You may have the 
option of entering it in a 

student film festival if you 
choose 

Sports Sciences 

Sure, sports are fun to play, but is there a science to launching a football?  Will that baseball hit the 
board if you use an aluminum bat vs. a wooden one?  How do professional basketball players enhance 
their vertical height? 
 

Through this mod, we will engage in various hands-on experiments to learn about the physical sciences 
involved in sports.  Later in the quarter you will design a project where you apply your learning to a real 
life sporting event or team  
 

Consider this: in the next heated debate with your friends, you’ll be able to scientifically prove that your 
team is the stronger one! 

Conduct experimental 
research in real sport 

sciences related to 
professional sports and 

create a multimodal 
presentation of findings 

The Aspiring 
Lawyer 

Have you ever dreamed about standing in front of a courtroom presenting your case and upholding 
justice in our state?  Do you like to engage in thoughtful debate?  Are you the type of person who can 
gather and organize evidence to make your case? 
 

In the Aspiring Lawyer mod, we will explore what a lawyer needs to know and do in order to participate 
in the justice system. Together we will examine the steps of a criminal or civil trial, and refine our 
attorney skills to prepare for and a mock trial.  
 

 “Your honor, members of the jury, I stand before you today…” 

Prepare for, and participate 
in, a mock trial 
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At the high school, enrichment and/or acceleration is again determined by independent data reviews.  Programming can occur 

both within and outside of the regular classroom environment.  All students also have the opportunity to participate in Gifted 

Excursion Trips.  Just as in middle school, students were able to select mods of interest, so too will students be able to select 

trips of interest.  These Gifted Excursions will look to explore real-world situations with the hopes of tapping into possible 

career paths.  Possible Excursions could be as follows: 

 

Area of Interest Semester 1 Semester 2 

Arts, Literature and the 

Humanities 
Visit a local museum 

Explore a local magazine’s inner 

workings 

Science, Math and Technology 

 
Witness a medical surgery 

Explore the technology behind 

Citizen’s Bank Park 

Marketing, History and Law 
Visit with a Federal Judge 

 
Meet with a marketing firm 
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Gifted Services / Chapter 16 of PA CODE 
 

Included in this section are the district procedures, documents and forms associated with the screening and identification of Gifted children within the 

Springfield School District. Chapter 16 of the PA Code outlines and defines the regulations and responsibilities each school district must adhere to while 
identifying and programming for Mentally Gifted children.  

http://www.pacode.com/secure/data/022/chapter16/chap16toc.html 

"Mentally gifted is defined as outstanding intellectual and creative ability, the development of which requires specially designed programs or support 

services, or both, not ordinarily provided in the regular education program." (22 Pa. Code §16.1). In other words, Gifted services are specifically afforded to 
those students that not only demonstrate highly intellectualized and exceptional academic & thinking skills; but these children must also require specifically 
designed instruction and programming that exceeds what is provided in Springfield’s dynamic and differentiated classroom learning environment.  

Intellectual ability is not equated with an IQ score alone. Intellectual ability is and should be a reflection of a range of assessments including a student's 
performance and potential. The following serves as a general description of the qualities of a mentally gifted child.  

IQ 130 or higher 

The term “mentally gifted” includes a person who has an IQ of 130 or higher, when multiple criteria as set forth in Department Guidelines indicate 

gifted ability. Determination of gifted ability will not be based on IQ score alone. The determination shall include an assessment by a certified school 
psychologist. (22 Pa. Code §16.21(d))  

IMPORTANT NOTE: No one test or measure is sufficient to determine giftedness, and the evaluation and testing literature recognizes that there is a margin 
for error in any standardized testing. The standard error of measurement also applies when reporting IQ.  

IQ Below 130 

A person with an IQ score lower than 130 may be admitted to gifted programs when other educational criteria in the profile of the person 
strongly indicate gifted ability (22 Pa. Code §16.21(d)) 

If a student's IQ is less than 130, other factors, such as academic performance, demonstrated achievement and other observed skills must strongly indicate 
gifted ability in order for that student to be admitted to a gifted program. Because disabilities and bias factors may mask gifted abilities, districts are 

cautioned to examine discrepancies between ability assessment results and academic achievement or demonstrated skills, and discrepancies among ability 
sub-tests.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

http://www.pacode.com/secure/data/022/chapter16/chap16toc.html
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The Springfield and Morton communities are blessed with many talented, high-achieving, and inquisitive children. However, it is often difficult for districts to 
engage in the process of screening for Giftedness because most students that proceed through the initial screening process do not ultimately end up being 
identified as a Gifted child in need of specially designed instruction. We want to assure you that our administrators, teachers, and school psychologists will be 
caring, supportive and responsive to parents throughout the entire screening & evaluation process. 

Being asked to proceed to Level II screening is both an exciting and stressful process for families. Please do not hesitate to contact your child's counselor or 
administrator to speak with them if you have questions or concerns around how this may impact your child and/or family. One of the most difficult 
conversations a school can have with a family is explaining to a parent or guardian, that their child is highly talented, high achieving and creative, but does 

not qualify under Chapter 16 for Gifted Services. As many of us are parents ourselves, we recognize that there can be both joy and disappointment at the 
outcome of this process.  

Most experts in the field of Gifted research believe that approximately 3,000,000 children in the US qualify as “Gifted”. This represents roughly 6% of the 
school-aged population. We have included a link to the National Association for Gifted Children which highlights many of the FAQs related to giftedness.  

http://www.nagc.org/index2.aspx?id=548 

Chapter 16 of the PA Code requires that we screen and actively seek to identify those children within our communities in need of specially designed 
instruction for gifted educational services. It is important to note that the screening process is a district driven, on-going, process. Parents, as outlined in the 

Chapter 16 regulations always have the right to request an evaluation for Gifted Services. For more information regarding this type of request and the 

district’s responsibility regarding such a request, please contact your child’s guidance counselor or building administrator for more information. We have also 
included the Education Law Center's document on, "The Rights of Gifted Students in PA."  

http://www.elc-pa.org/pubs/downloads%202009/Rights%20of%20Gifted%20Students%20in%20PA%204-7-09.pdf 

Springfield's screening process follows Chapter 16's guidance in identifying Gifted students within the school district. We utilize multiple criteria in making 
such a determination. Multiple criteria, as defined by the state are:  

 

 

http://www.nagc.org/index2.aspx?id=548
http://www.elc-pa.org/pubs/downloads%202009/Rights%20of%20Gifted%20Students%20in%20PA%204-7-09.pdf
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=gifted+teens&start=121&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&biw=1440&bih=731&tbm=isch&tbnid=rg7IzhxRv07E3M:&imgrefurl=http://beingindigo.net/Indigo-Teens.html&docid=8aoMBUMZTfjyTM&imgurl=http://beingindigo.net/Gifted_20Students.jpg&w=784&h=522&ei=-SqgT8qQNory0gHw-MDyAQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=318&vpy=117&dur=2813&hovh=183&hovw=275&tx=168&ty=86&sig=106639589644139958399&page=5&tbnh=160&tbnw=241&ndsp=25&ved=1t:429,r:1,s:121,i:70
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=gifted+teens&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&biw=1440&bih=731&tbm=isch&tbnid=O--5FY7-5FHpVM:&imgrefurl=http://www.losangelesteentherapist.com/author/dupont/&docid=GIR-4IG6zkMonM&imgurl=http://www.losangelesteentherapist.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/HighlyGiftedStudents-300x199.jpg&w=300&h=199&ei=9CqgT_C7E6ir0AG1ya2uAg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=325&vpy=432&dur=684&hovh=159&hovw=240&tx=145&ty=70&sig=106639589644139958399&page=3&tbnh=155&tbnw=184&start=64&ndsp=28&ved=1t:429,r:8,s:64,i:228
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=black+gifted+children&start=230&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&biw=1440&bih=731&tbm=isch&tbnid=GT4V_HQnWJUhcM:&imgrefurl=http://www.ingeniosus.net/archives/tag/age-appropriate&docid=Ftn3CxVyC2z-zM&imgurl=http://www.ingeniosus.net/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/Purchased-Girl-with-Books-Fotolia_4150030_M-NEW.jpg&w=932&h=1167&ei=7iugT_upFa2N0QGvmsCeAg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=842&vpy=174&dur=259&hovh=251&hovw=201&tx=104&ty=140&sig=106639589644139958399&page=10&tbnh=179&tbnw=143&ndsp=25&ved=1t:429,r:4,s:230,i:119
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=gifted+teens&start=121&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&biw=1440&bih=731&tbm=isch&tbnid=UdHEqLjCrkWC_M:&imgrefurl=http://www.ehow.com/how_2085309_tell-child-gifted.html&docid=UP2z-Hpo72h3BM&imgurl=http://img.ehowcdn.com/article-new/ehow/images/a01/vk/dt/tell-child-gifted-800x800.jpg&w=615&h=408&ei=-SqgT8qQNory0gHw-MDyAQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=721&vpy=206&dur=538&hovh=183&hovw=276&tx=157&ty=93&sig=106639589644139958399&page=5&tbnh=158&tbnw=216&ndsp=25&ved=1t:429,r:22,s:121,i:115
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=gifted+teens&start=225&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&biw=1440&bih=731&tbm=isch&tbnid=etClwWL51nRqnM:&imgrefurl=http://www.wilmingtonparent.com/articles/is-your-child-gifted,-or-merely-bright?&docid=CAzYNpo5wk2JTM&imgurl=http://www.wilmingtonparent.com/downloads/202/download/bitblt-400x300-ab4e4b86d4efc7a487391ba5ebf17b0e7a29165e/gifted-child.jpg&w=400&h=300&ei=FyugT5OHM_Sy0AHqj-i2Ag&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=197&vpy=141&dur=716&hovh=194&hovw=259&tx=167&ty=111&sig=106639589644139958399&page=9&tbnh=161&tbnw=217&ndsp=24&ved=1t:429,r:18,s:225,i:101
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Multiple Criteria 

Criteria, other than IQ score, which indicate gifted ability include but are not limited to: Achievement, Rate of Acquisition/Retention, Demonstrated 
Achievement, Early Skill Development and Intervening Factors Masking Giftedness.  

1. Achievement 

A year or more above grade achievement level for the normal age group in one or more subjects as measured by nationally normed and 
validated achievement tests able to accurately reflect gifted performance. Subject results shall yield academic instruction levels in all 
academic subject areas. (22 Pa. Code §16.21(e)(1))  

The assessment instruments should have high enough ceilings to reflect accurately academic performance in the gifted range. Assessment should yield 
performance and achievement data beyond basic skills and should be used for appropriate instructional placement. The assessments should show not only 

what the student knows, but also where there is a need for instruction. These data form the basis for decisions as to where, in specific content areas, specific 
courses or curriculum, a student should begin the learning experiences for the year. The results of the testing must provide instructional levels in all academic 
subject areas for use in determining educational placement.  

2. Rate of Acquisition, Rate of Retention  

An observed or measured rate of acquisition/retention of new academic content or skills that reflect gifted ability. (22 Pa. Code§16.21(e)(2)) 

Rate of acquisition is the rapidity or speed at which the student is able to acquire, understand and demonstrate competency or mastery of new learning. Rate 
of acquisition and rate of retention of new materials/skills can be defined as how many repetitions the student needs before the student masters new 

information/skills and can use the information/skills appropriately any time thereafter. This data can be obtained by simple procedures such as Curriculum 
Based Assessment (CBA), direct observation and reporting from parents, teachers or supervisors. An example of acquisition/retention: the gifted student with 
approximately one to three repetitions of new knowledge/skills is able to achieve mastery at a faster rate than a student who requires four to eight 
repetitions.  

Rate of acquisition/retention is used to adjust the pace of learning for the gifted student.  

3. Demonstrated Achievement  

Demonstrated achievement, performance or expertise in one or more academic areas as evidenced by excellence of products, portfolio or 
research, as well as criterion-referenced team judgment. (22 Pa. Code §16.21(e)(3))  

Another criterion is the student’s demonstrated achievement, performance-based skills or expertise that shows a high-level of accomplishment, and indicates 

exceptional interest and motivation in specific areas. These may be documented in permanent products, portfolios, demonstration of skills, awards, 
community involvements or others. Example: a student is a member of the high school debate team and has qualified for the state finals in grades 9, 10 
and11; a student loves to write poetry and has a folder of many unpublished works.  
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4. Early Skill Development 

Early and measured use of high level thinking skills, academic creativity, leadership skills, intense academic interest areas, communications 
skills, foreign language aptitude or technology expertise. (22 Pa. Code §16.21(e)(4)) 

Assessment of early and measured use of high level thinking skills could include checklists or inventories such as Guilford’s or Bloom's Taxonomy. It could 
also include anecdotal notes that document developmental milestones that are reached earlier than average students reach the milestone, or that a student 
has mastered skills beyond that child's age level. Skills charts often accompany grade level texts. Examples of a skills list:  

• The average kindergarten student uses symbols and letters to represent words.  

• The average third grade student uses a variety of sentence structures.  

• The average sixth grade student writes effectively using standard grammar, punctuation, capitalization and spelling in a final draft.  

Using the above skills chart a kindergarten student who spells common words correctly, makes appropriate and varied word choices and/or understands 
common capitalization and end punctuation would demonstrate achievements that are a result of early and measured use of high level thinking skills.  

5. Intervening Factors Masking Giftedness 

Documented, observed, validated or assessed evidence that intervening factors such as English as a second language, disabilities defined in 
34 CFR 300.8 (relating to child with a disability), gender or race bias, or socio/cultural deprivation are masking gifted abilities. (22 Pa. Code 
§16.21(e)(5)) 

Some students may have their gifted abilities masked by such factors as ethnicity, socioeconomic status or disability. Data specifically tied to the student’s 
learning environment is used to make decisions on remedial/coping strategies and specially designed instruction. For example: An economically 
disadvantaged household where educational resources and opportunities are lacking, a household in which English is not the first language or a household 
including parental problems such as alcoholism, divorce, spouse/child abuse or incarceration may have a masking effect on the student’s identification as 
gifted.  

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=gifted+children&start=339&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&biw=1440&bih=731&tbm=isch&tbnid=PXxsCTtTrijFDM:&imgrefurl=http://www.tip.duke.edu/node/28&docid=h9HFpbDtv2tM8M&imgurl=http://farm6.static.flickr.com/5081/5229335087_b3d15c2512.jpg&w=500&h=333&ei=wiugT4GqGuay0AGR5-WOAg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=1122&vpy=78&dur=481&hovh=183&hovw=275&tx=183&ty=84&sig=106639589644139958399&page=14&tbnh=167&tbnw=259&ndsp=24&ved=1t:429,r:23,s:339,i:162

